GRRA 


AE LAND provec 
A 


Andi 


. 


Dr/advantages they are now under clear 
 _© "tated; and a REMEDY. prepoſed 


3 


N. of l = 


1 
= > * 
4 * * 
5 4 * 

5 A ' 1 £4 Ss PR 

; * \ a 4 

1 — o - 

| #7 : 1 — 

6 — „ = T 
A b pal 
P ff » 15 

; þ 


. WooDFaLr,” the Corner 


0 


Conſiderations, &. 


ther Country thro' 4 long and ex- 
b War, may they not juſtly expect 


to find themſelves the Object of her Atten- 
tion in the Hours of Peace ? ſenſible of the 
infinite Obligations they owe to the beſt of 
Princes, and molt affoctionate People, they 


with, united Voice, earneſtly ſeek for an 
Opportunity to expreſs their Senſe of 
Gratitude, by lending a helping Hand 
towards their own Support; while. it will 


add to the. Dignity and Power of their 4 | 


| Deliverers. 33 
B Firſt, 


INCE- theſe Colonies have experi- 
enced the tender Cate of their Mo- 
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Firſt, chen, let us conſider cheir true 
State and Circumſtances. Tho' lately de- 
livered from a powerful Enemy, They ate 
not yet allowed to reſt in Safety, nor can 
they: eyer expect in their preſent. wide, ex- 
tended, irregular Situation; ; owing to the 
little Care (of a civil Nature) paid to them 
in regulating their Form of Settlement: 
Fut on the contrary no ſeaſonable Stop has 
been put to that fatal Method of granting 
by Patents from each Government, large 
Tracts of Land to a few Individuals, or 
particular Societies of Men, who have no 
Intention to make any Settlement on them : 
Nor are they able to plant them in fuch a 
manner, as to prove of any Service to the 
State: for it muſt be done at once, and 
with ſuch a number of Men, as may ſtand 
the Shock of all the neighbouring Tribes 
of Indians, and prove a Barrier to the in- 
 terior Provinces. Tis therefore the Voice 
of every difintereſted Man, both at home, 
and abroad, that inſtead of purſuing a 
Meaſure ſo fatal and unconſtitutional, the 
Parliament of Great-Britain may take it 
under Conſideration : wreſt thoſe Lands 
from 
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irom ſuch Monopolizers ; ſtrike them off 
from the well inhabited parts of the Colo- 


nies, and render them ſeparate and inde- 


pendent; for this muſt be done ſooner or 
latter, otherwiſe the Provinces will become 
too large and extenſive, and the Buſineſs 
of Government rendered inſupportable. 

As the Lands on the upper Branches of 
the Conneflicut, Hudſon's, Mohawks,  D- la- 
ware, and Su/quehannah Rivers, are ex- 
tremely rich and fertile, capable of pro- 
ducing very large Quantities of Hemp 
and Flax, and have the Conveniency of 
Water-Carriage ; I would propoſe, that they 
ſhould be, under the Direction of Govern- 
ment, immediatly formed into diſtin ſepa- 
rate Provinces, and ſettled from the lower 
Colonies, by making it their Intereſt to 
tranſplant themſelves there, which I con- 


ceive may be done in the following Man-: 


ner, diz. 

Whoever „ to preſide as Gover- 
nor of one of thoſe Provinces, ſhould have 
it on no other Conditions than by produc- 
ing a certain number of able Hands, -under 
Obligation to ſettle, and improve a certain 
B 2 num- 
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number of Acres of Land; and every other 
Officer in the ſaid Government bring on a 
number in proportion to the Dignity of 
their Office. 
__ decondly, that theſe Lands ſhould upon 
the Arrival of the Inhabitants; be divided 
Into ſmall Partitions and Townſhips for their 
mutual Safety, and each Man intitled to a 
certain number of Acres in the Town or 
Village to be ſettled : with liberty to pur- 
chaſe more at a reaſonable Price, under 
Obligations to improve it with Hemp and 
Flax. 

Thirdly, that the OF TIRES might be 
induced to raife the above Articles, there 
{honld be a Bounty laid on them for two 
or three Years, or until they bronght them 
to ſome Perfection; after which the liberty 
to import them to Erglind free of Duty 
would be a ſufficient Encouracement. 

Fourthly, that poor People may become 
Adventurers, the Government ſhould for. 
two or three Years ſapply.them with Pro- 
viſions, Cloathing, Arms, and Ammunition. 

- Fifthly, that every Man ſhould be ſub- 
ject to a ſtrict Military Law, and accuſtom- 
| if ed 
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edto Diſci pline; ; becauſe theirown Security, as 
well as that of their Neighbours in the low- 


er Colonies, would greatly depend upon 


their Abilities as Soldiers; the very appear- 


ance of which will ſtrike the Natives with 
awe; the only Method that can ſecure their 
Fidelity and Friendſhip. | 

Sixthly, for the better Security of theſe 
Provinces, their reſpective Governors 
ſhould have power to ſtop all Supplies 
of Powder going to the Indians, and limit 
at difcretion the Quantity which they may 
demand; on this would depend his' own 
Security, as he would be equally expoſed 
in Caſe of an Invaſion. 

Seventhly, to make it the Intereſt of 
the Indians to keep Peace; the Chiefs of 
the neighbouring Nations ſhould for. a few 
Years, until we are well fettled, have a 
ſmall annual Subſidy, but liable to Deduc- 
tions for every Murder committed, unleſs 
the Murderer is delivered up to Juſtice. 
And here I muſt take the liberty to remark, 
how impolitic our paſt Conduct has ever 
been, in making them large Preſents to be 
wy Peace, after the Commiſſion of the moſt 

horrid 
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— Barbarities, which in fact is ag 


them to make a temporary War; they have 
great Sagacity, and very well know that 
cutting ſome of our Throats, muſt be at- 
tended with no other Conſequence, than 
an Offer of a large Preſent; the Value of 
which proves an excellent Balſam to heal 
the Wounds of Conſcience. 

When we conſider the Expence of thus 


1 emen and fecuring our Frontiers, with 


that of ſupporting an Army, it is very tri- 
fling ; for in two or three Years, it would 


be at an end, and the Conſequence much 


more ſalutary. No impartial Man will 
pretend to aſſert, that the Number of. Forces, 


which we can afford to ſupport there, are 
able to guard them in their preſent irregular 


wide extended Situation; 'tis rather be- 
lie ved, that what number we have to 


1 ſpare, after ſupplying our ſeveral different 


Forts and Garrifons, will be found rather 


| inſufficient to ſupport and defend the Colo- 


nies South of Penſilvania, where the In- 
dans are very numerous, diſaffected, and 
eaſily ſupplied with Arms and Amunition 
from the French on the Mif,*pp1. . 
n But 
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But ſuppoſe upon a trial, ten, or twenty 
thouſand Men were found able to guard 


our whbie Line of Frontiers; of what Be- 


nefit would the preſent ſettled Colonies be 
to this Country, or what can they ever give 
us in return for this enormous and. endleſs 


Expence; for their Lands, North of Mary- 


land were never deſigned by Nature to 


* 


produce any thing but Proviſions, of which 


chis Country has an Overplus already. Ou 
the contrary they even injure our Trade; 


for by their Vicinity, they ſupply the Hef. 
Fadia Wands much cheaper than the Euro- 
peans, and often underſell us at TT 
Markets. i 

Thus it plainly appears we hive no 
Alternative, but muſt by an uncommon 
Stride immediately tranſplant, as many of 
he Inhabitants as poſſibly we, can, from 


the Proviſion Colonies, to thoſe where it 
will be in their Power, and greatly their } 


Intereſt, to raiſe Hemp and Flax, and thus 
by one Stroke diſburden ourſelves of two 


Millions per Annum, a Ballance againſt us 


paid three-fourths in Specie to the Ryans, 
moſtly for theſe very Articles. MEE Re- 
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turns made to our Colonies for theſe Gods ; 
would be all of our own Manufacture. 

+» If it ſhould be aſked, where is the Man 
able to engage ſuch a number of Hands, as 
might be required by his Commiſſion, as 
Governor : I anſwer there are many in the 
Provinces, who on ſuch an Appointment 


would produce almoſt. any Number re- 


quired, of laborious People, who are greatly 
defirous to leave their, comparatively, bar- 
ren Soil, for thoſe delightful Vallies, which 
Nature has made ſo redundant; that is in 
Caſe theſe Lands are rendered independant, 

and upon their ſettling them, firmly ſecured 
to them and their Heirs forever. e 
Nor is it to be expected that ® America's 
- firſt-born Sons, Children of perſecuted Pas 
rents, early impreſſed with the higheſt Senſe 
of Liberty; embittered to Dependency ; 
unuſed to Controul; who call none Maſter 
but their King; can entertain the Thought 
of leaving their little ſecure, and independ- 


* America's dem Sons. I take the Li- 
berty to call the preſent Generation ſo, as they 


may be juſtly ſaid to be the firſt that have had 
a tolczable Lxiſtence hore. 


dant 
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dant Fortunes, and ſubmit to the Will of a 
Landlord, who may at pleaſure BEA them, 
or their Children, from the Enjoyment of 
thoſe Vines and Figtrees, which at the pe- 
ril of their Lives they have planted. . 

But to leave nothing undone, in ſo i inte · 
reſting an Affair, the Government would 
do well to employ Shipping, and immedi- 
ately tranſport as many Germans, as were 
found inclinable to adventure, (and if ſo 
many, at their own Expence, and under 
leſs Encoutagements, are daily repairing 
thither; no doubt great Numbers would 
| gladly embrace the Opportunity +) the 

fame Inducements would likewiſe ptevail 
upon many poor People from Scotland and 
Ireland. Thus I preſume that in four or 
five Years, theſe new Colonies ſhall from 
a howling Wilderneſs, become not only a 
ſafe Barrier to their Neighbours, but pro- 
miſe fairly to be of much greater An 

to their Mother Country. 
The grandeſt Objection againſt the W 
Plan I conceive is, that theſe Lands are not 


only within the Limits of different Provinces, 
C and 
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and a abſolutely a part of the faid 
- Provinces, but are by Royal Patent 


granted to a few particular Men, who a 
 Propretors. 'To which I anſwer, is 


2 melancholy Truth, which every difin- 


tereſted Man beholds with Regret : But as 


it is not yet too late, to remedy the fatal 


| Miſtake, and recal the Royal Mandate; 


and as we now, for the firſt Time, ſee 


what fatal Conſequences muſt inevitably 
enſue, namely, the utter Prevention of far- 


ther Settlements, eternal Diſputes between 


Province and Province, as well as between 


Man and Man ; our Frontiers left expoſed, 
or if ſecured it muſt be at the Expence of 


Keeping an Army ; large Tracts of Land, 
which might be rendered more uſeful to 


this Country than any on the Continent, 
muſt lie an uncultivated Deſart, to cover 
the Heads of our perfidious Enemies: Be- 
ſide many Irregularities and endleſs Diffi- 
culties, too many to inſert in this Pam- 
phlet, all combine to convince us, that no 
Time muſt be loft in taking them under ſe- 


rious Conſideration. And I doubt not but 


that, 
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chat, upon ſtrict Enquiry, it will he found 
ab ſolntely neceſſary, to take the ſaid Lands 
under the immediate Direction of Govern- | 
went, with as little Detriment to the wran- 
gling Herd of Proprietors as poſſible ; and 
thus ſink all Clamour and Diſpute in public 
Good. 1 3 

A ſecond Objection may ariſe: That the 
Indian Tribes, would murmur at ſo bold a . 
Stroke, and diſpute our Right to the Coun- 
try: But "tis well known, that their Coun» 

try, as far'as we ſhall be able to cultivate 
for a Century, has been ſold over and over 
again to as many different Provinces and 
Peopls, as now quarrel for it. And that 
no other Method will ſecure their Faith, 
but ſuch as rends to leave ſtrong PENN ons 
of Fear and Dread. 

A third Objection may be : That as the 
Labourer's Wages are very high compared 
to Riſia, we ſhall never be able to rival 
them in this Branch of Commerce. But 1 

. preſume the ſuperior Strength and Richneſs 


of theſe Lands will greatly overbalance vane 
Diſadvantage. 
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A fourth may be : That the Diſtance 
| will make the Navigation expenſive; as 
the Freight of thoſe Goods muſt thereby be 
more conſiderable, than thoſe imported 
from Riis. 

"Tis true, that the Diſtance is much 
greater ; but, when we calculate the Rif 
ian Duties, Cuſtom, Agio's, Port Charges, 
Sec. ſaddled on their Gohds before Expor- 
tation, it overbalances that Diſad vantage hy 
five per Cent. whereas this American Pro- 
duce will employ much Shipping and 
many Seamen, merely from the Length of 
the Voyage. 
I acknowledge there have been Encou- 
ragements offered the Inhabitants of ſome 
of our Proviſion Colonies, to induce them 
to raiſe Hemp, which have hitherto failed 
of Succeſs; and no Wonder fince the Land 
now ſettled is utterly incapable of produ- 
cing it ; therefore this can be no Argument 
againſt our future Endeavours to encourage 
and eſtabliſh it, where the Soil is naturally 
good, and abundantly fertile; tis true, we 
may bind the Inhabitants, on their Settling 
thoſe new Colonics, to appropriate a cer- 


. 
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tain part of their Lands for Hemp; but let 
us not fail to ſet before their Eyes every 
Inducement poflible to balance the Hor- 
ror of a howling Wildernels, which the 
wild Beaſt makes his Den, and where no 
human Being ever trod, but trembled. 

Some who are unacquainted with the 
Situation, and Cireumſtances of the Pro- 
vinces, may imagine it reaſonable that they 
ſhould ſettle their own Frontiers at their 
own Expence ; Bu this is impoſſible ag 
well as unreaſonable; for unleſs theſe Lands 
are wreſted from the preſent Owners, which 
the Provinces cannot do, they muſt be at 
the Expence for a few private Men: if they 
are taken from thoſe private Men, and given 
to their reſpeRive Provinces, it will render 
them too extenſive for the Bufineſs of Go- 
vernment, and if they are ftruck off and 
made ſeparate Provinces, they have ng 
farther Buſineſs with them; and whoever 
knows the true State of their Credit, &c, 
muſt acknowlege, they have no Specie but 
what comes immediately to England, and 
already overburdened with Paper Currency, 
which they have ſtruck to pay the Provin- 
*. | = 


- 


ty: 


cial Troops in the late War; and any addin 
tional, Expence will oblige them to ſtrike 
more, nor can they ever agree among 
themſelves, to divide or beat the Expence 
equitable. | Mi 

If the | Colonies are called upon to aſſiſt 
in this Scheme, it muſt be done by an Act 
of Parliament, and the Expence paid by a 
Tax on the whole. | 
Another - Objection may be ftarted, by 
| thoſe Who are unacquginted with the Diſ- 
poſition of the People; that by encou- 
raging thoſe Colonies in raiſing ſuch Pro- 
duce, they may thereby be the better able 
to furniſh and fit out their own Shipping, 
and in Time become an Object of Jealouſy 
to this Country. 

Tho' this can never be the Caſe, as long 
28 ae Gaelic reſerves to herſelf the Dina 
and ſole Power of commiſſioning all her 
Ships of War ; Yet that there may be no 
Poſſibility left for ſuch a Revolution, England 
may on the firſt appearance of Danger or- 
der all ſuch Goods to be exported raw, and 
unwrought; and it would be very caly to 
pa the Manufactory of Sail Cloch and 

Cordagg 
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Cordage throughout the whole Lite f 
Colonies. | | 
But every. Man who knows dis Prin- 

ciples, and Inclinations of the Coloniſts, 
laughs at that idle romantic Notion, of 
their being inclined to throw off the Britiſb 
- Yoke, while it is eaſy, or their Burden 
while it's light; on che contrary they jon 
the general Voice of Engliſhmen, and tri- 
umph in the Protection of their Laws. 
They ſought Freedom in the Deſart, and 
want nothing more than its Continuance; 
they heartily love, and chearfully pay Obe- 
dience to the illuſtrious Houſe of Hanover, 


to ſupport which they would riſque their 


Lives, and Fortunes, leſt their moſt pre- 
cious Privileges have an End, and Life 
become worſe than Death. In fine, no- 


thing but Oppreſſion can, ſince they are by - 


oppoſite Intereſts divided, ever unite them, 
in Combination againſt their Mother Coun- 
try. "LY i 
I now come to confider the Colonies South 
of Penſilvania, in ſome meaſure ſeparately, 
ſince there Situation and Circumſtances ſeem -. 
ſtill more unhappy; as theyareleſs able tode- 
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fend themſelves; being wide, and extenſive; | 

peopled moſtly with Slaves, not to be de- 
-pended on in an Hour of Danger; therefore, 
are in more neceſſity of a ſtanding Army 
on their Frontiers to ſcreeri them from the 
numerous Tribes of Indians, naturally at- 
tached to the French, who loſe no Time, 
nor ſpare any Labour, in giving them freſh 
Impreſſions of Hatred and Malice; or Ex- 
pence, to furniſh them with Arrows of 
Death againſt us. And unleſs ſome Meaſure 
28 taken to prevent; the Inhabitants of Canada 
will leave their preſent cold Climate, and in 
general move down to their Neighbours on 
the Mififppi, where they will become till 
more formidable. And it is the Opinion of 
moſt Gentlemen, acquainted with the Coun- 
try, that after making one ſtrong Settle- 
ment on one of the upper Branches of 
Potomach River, or if found convenient, on 
the Banks of Obio, under a military Eſta- 
bliſhment, we muſt be contented to ſup- 
-port a Number of Troops, and build a 
number of ſmall Forts, to command the 
Avenues of the Mountains, extending from 


the ſaid Settlement Souchward; and theſe 
bo Forts 
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Forts, as well as all the frontier Towns, 
thro' the whole Line af Colonies, ſhall 
by an Act of Parliament be the Boun- 
daries of our Indian Trade, and no Perſon 
admitted to carry Goods among the Indians 
on any Condition whatfoever. This would 
oblige the Indians to come to, and be de- 
pendant on us for all Goods; nor can there 
be Impoſition on either fide, where both 
Parties are under the Eye of the Law. 
This muſt be ſettled by the Parliament 
of Great Britain, for the Colonies will 
never agree to do it in à regular 
manner, being actuated by ſeparate In- 
tereſts, &c. h 
| Theſe Lands likewiſe are great part 
of them capable of producing large Quan- 
tities of good Hemp, particularly their 
Meadow Land, which can never want Ma- 
nure, to the End of Time; and were the 
Inhabitants, for once, encouraged by a 
large Bounty on that Commodity, they 
would ditch them, and fit them, to produce 
very large Quantities. 9 

Thus it plainly appears, that it is in 
our power to wing our Navy, inde- 
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A 
pendant of thoſe ſulky Barbarians, who 


no doubt in a little time will feel their 


own Power, and from the ame Induce- 


ment (tho' with greater Rapidity) like 


the Coths, and Vandal, overrun all EA 


rope. 


Another material Article is, that when 


once we arc in pcaceable Poſieflion of theſe 
Back- ſettlements, the People wil! he induced 


to work upon the Mountains of Iron Ore, 
with which they abound, and thereby ſup- 


ply us fully with that valuable Commodity, 


lo greatly in demand. 

Before theſe few Sheets had paſſed the 
Prefs, I was ſurpriſed by the Royal Procla- 
mation concerning our new Colonies, &c. 
and to avoid the very appearance of interfer- 
ing with that Plan, T have made ſome Al- 
terations. My Intentions differ in nothing 
more than this, iz. That inſtead of 
forming® new Coveriments without Inhabi- 

tants 


*I mean the Governments of the Florida's, 
where in th e Summer Seafon the Sands are ſo hot 
throughout the greateſt Part o the Country, that 
Men cannot walk far without burning the Shces 


oll their Feet, and the great Lxtent of W 
a 


" Cy 
tants; ſtriking out new Settlements thrd? 
fenny Grounds and ſandy Deſarts, (whoſe | 
Poſſeſſors muſt feed on Difeaſe inſtead of -* 
Bread; and whoſe Labour muſt be ſpent 
in vain, while Life laſts) or in other words ; 
making Heads without Bodies, or Bodies 
without Limbs; I would propoſe planting 
ſuch Colonies, and making ſuch Settlements. 
on the upper Branches of the aforeſaid Ri- 
vers, where the Lands are rich and redun- 


dant; and where the Indabitants will live 


long, flouriſh, and be of infinite Service to 
this Country, as well as prove a ſafe Barrier 
to the Colonies on the lower Parts of the 
ſaid Rivers; and theſe very Lands fortu- 
nately lie between the well inhabited Parts 
of the Colonies, and the Line lately drawn 
acroſs the Heads of thofe Rivers. In fine, the 
late Partition is a freſh Inſtance of our utter Ig- 
norance of the Continent, and ſtill more loud 
ly calls for our moſt ſerious Attention. 


and ferpy Ground ſoon makes it a Grave to its 
Inhabitants ; and it is notorious that the Inhabi- 
tants cf Auguſtine and Penſacola were dependant 
on the Engiih and French Colonies for their 


Support. " 
| Da I 
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1 hope theſe few broken Hints may be a 


means of inducing ſome of my fellow Dia 


trymen to ſeek for better Information than 
heretofore has been offered, I have en- 


deavoured to point out all the Objections. 


» 


that may ariſe againſt an Undertaking ; ſo 


important and intereſting to the Nation : 


But as it is impoſſible to think of every Ob- 


Jection and Difficulty that may appear to 
attend ; and, as the moſt glaring Truths 
and ſtubborn Facts are often covered over 
with Sophiſm and Falſhood; it muſt fink 
and give way to the Torrent of private In- 
tereſt (ſince private Intereſt is purſued with 


more Spirit than public) unleſs ſome uncom- 


monly great Friend to his Couutry will 
ſtand and ſupport it. 

In ſhort, ſhall Great-Brituin make any 
Advantage of the Peace, or ſhall ſhe not, 


or is the Cloathing all her Colonies, 


by which, in return, ſhe receives every 
thing neceſſary to equip her Fleet, an 
Object wor hy her Conſideration | and 
Arention ? We 

I am ſorry that ſo little Puna has been 
taken to ſet the above Facts in a true Light, 


and 


PI. 
and that private Intereſt has yet ever been 
preferred to public Good, by the Agents 
of the Colonies, who are moſtly Tools of 
Party, and Deceivers: But I hope ſome 
Gentlemen, who have Intereſt and In- 
fluence, will now prove Friends to their 
bleeding Country, thoroughly acquaintthem- 
ſelves with this important Aſſair, and by 
 ſopporting it thro? the Britiſh Senate, they 
muſt be rewarded with the gracious Smiles 
of their Sovereign, and unfeigned Thanks 
of every true Subject. 


N. B. The Author, who, is independant, 
and entirely difintereſted, is well known to 
many who read the above: and is at all 
times ready to ſupport the Truth of it, if 
called upon. 


ET MIR. 
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